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" Bon-Bon," In which he plays his part as a cannibal of human souls. Some are satirical, and among them is to be reckoned one of his weakest productions, " Loss of Breath, A Tale d la Blackwood," which in its first form, with its expanded narrative of the hanging and the burial alive, was more perceptibly aimed at the inane jargon (as it was then thought) of German metaphysics. In all of them, too, Poe is less original than in his other tales; he shows more plainly the traces of his reading. " King Pest" is very closely modeled on Vivian Grey's adventure in the castle of the Grand Duke of Johannisberger (the cabinet of the Prince of Little Lilliput in the same novel contains the double of the Saracen's horse in Metzengerstein's tapestry); and "Lionizing," a sketch which was repeatedly and elaborately corrected in later years, apart from its Shandean touch, copies in style and conception " Too Beautiful for Anything" in Bulwer's "The Ambitious Student in 111 Health, and other Papers," apparently a favorite book of Poe's. " Epimanes " and " A Tale of Jerusalem," the flattest of the series, need hardly be mentioned. The humor in all, where it exists in any degree, is too hollow, too mocking and sardonic, to be agreeable ; there is no laughter in it. The fact is that just as Poe desired to be considered precocious he had also the weakness of wishing to be thought a universal genius. The grotesque tales are the spectral progeny of this illusion.as a gambler wlj.o can lose, orience and skill, and even
